
The Book of ActsThe Book of Acts

“You shall receive power when 
th H l S i it hthe Holy Spirit has come upon 

you” (Acts 1:8)



Wh d k b h b k fWhat do you know about the book of 
Acts?
• Where?
• Who?

Wh• When?
Wh t?• What?

5/2/2009
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern 

United States



Wh h b k f AWhere is the book of Acts
in the Bible?
• It’s the 5th book in the New Testament, after the 4 

Gospels.p
• It represents the seal of the historical books in the 

New Testament.
• It documents the First church starting at the 

Ascension of Christ to the 2nd year of St.Paul’s 
R himprisonment in Rome -> 30 yrs in 28 chapters.

• Title: The book of Acts not the book of the
A
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Acts.



The AuthorThe Author
• St. Luke
• The Gospel according to St. Luke 

and the book of Acts are both 
dd d t thaddressed to the same person 

Theophilus.
• Similar in language, style and concepts.S g g , y p
• Written in Greek language – educated/physician.
• Acts 1:1 “The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all 

that Jes s began both to do and teach”that Jesus began both to do and teach”
• St. Luke used the personal pronouns of a first person in 

the plural case in all forms (we, our ,us,…etc.)
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WhWhen was it written?

• It was mostly believed that it 
w s com leted tow rds thewas completed towards the 
end of the two years of the first imprisonment 

f S P l i R 6 ADof St. Paul in Rome ~ 63 AD.
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Wh t i it b t?What is it about?
• The book can be divided into two T

main parts
– A First Part: The Jewish acceptingA First Part: The Jewish accepting 

Christianity (Chapter 1 – Chapter 12)
• The main character in this part is “Peter the Apostle 

f i i i ”of circumcision”
– A Second Part: The Gentiles accepting 

Christianity (Chapter 13 – Chapter 28)Christianity (Chapter 13 Chapter 28)
• The main character in this part is “Paul the Apostle 

of Gentiles”
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S hSo what?
• Why are we learning about 

the book of Acts?the book of Acts?
• Is it just for history or knowledge?

H d f h l• How does any of this apply to me?
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ChallengeChallenge
• Read the book of ActsR A
• How did the church grow? 
• What kind of tribulationsWhat kind of tribulations 

faced the first church?
• D h h f• Does our church now face 

the same tribulation?
C h l h h f• Can you help the growth of 
the church? How?

5/2/2009
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern 

United States


